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GLOSARRY

 American Society for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM). A professional medical

organization of more than 8,000 health care professionals dedicated to reproductive

medicine.

 Artificial Insemination (AI): Artificial Insemination is the procedure of transferring

semen into the reproductive system of a woman. This technique comprises of artificial

insemination with husband’s (AIH) or with donor sperm (AID).

 Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTs): A medical technique which

manipulates the sperm and oocyte outside the body, and the gametes or embryos are

transferred into the uterus.

 Assisted Reproductive Technology Bank” means an organization that is set up to

supply sperm or semen, oocyte or oocyte donors and surrogate mothers to the assisted

reproductive technology clinics or their patients.

 Assisted Reproductive Technology Clinic” means any premises, other than the clinics

of AYUSH System of Medicine, equipped with the requisite facilities for carrying out

the procedures related to the assisted reproductive technology.

 Biological Parent: means the genetic parent.

 Blastocyst: An embryo that has formed a fluid-filled cavity and the cells have begun

to form the early placenta and the embryo, usually 5 days after ovulation or egg

retrieval.

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Federal agency for protecting the health

and safety of people at home and abroad, providing credible information to enhance

health decisions, and promoting health through strong partnerships.

 Cervix: The narrow, lower end of the uterus.

 Child: means any individual born through the use of the assisted reproductive

technology.

 Clinical pregnancy: A pregnancy confirmed by an increasing level of hCG and the

presence of a gestational sac detected by ultrasound.

 Commissioning Couple/ Intending Couple: means an infertile married couple, who

approach an surrogacy Clinic for obtaining surrogacy service’s.

 Cryo-preservation: means the freezing and storing of gametes, zygotes and embryos.

 Ectopic pregnancy: A pregnancy in the fallopian tube or elsewhere outside the lining

of the uterus.
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 Egg (oocyte). The female sex cell (ovum) produced by the ovary, which, when

fertilized by a male's sperm, produces an embryo.

 Egg retrieval: The procedure in which eggs are obtained by inserting a needle into

the ovarian follicle and removing the fluid and the egg by suction. Also called oocyte

aspiration.

 Electroejaculation (EEJ): Procedure to cause ejaculation of sperm, performed by

electrical stimulation of tissue in the region of the prostate.

 Embryo culture: Growth of the embryo in a laboratory (culture) dish.

 Embryo transfer. Placement of an embryo into the uterus or, in the case of ZIFT and

TET, into the fallopian tube.

 Embryo Transfer/Implantation/Transplant: The transfer of an embryo from an in

vitro culture into the uterus.

 Embry: . A fertilized egg that has begun cell division.

 Estrogen: The female hormone largely responsible for thickening the uterine lining

during the first half of the menstrual cycle in preparation for ovulation and possible

pregnancy.

 Fallopian Tube: A pair of tubes attached to the uterus, one on each side, where sperm

and egg meet in normal conception.

 Fertilization: The fusion of sperm and egg.

 Foetal Reduction: means reduction in the number of foetuses in the case of multiple

pregnancies.

 Foetus: means the product of conception, starting from the completion of embryonic

development until birth or abortion;

 Follicle: A fluid-filled structure in the ovary containing an egg and the surrounding

cells that produce hormones. As the follicle matures, the fluid can be visualized by

ultrasound.

 Follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH:. The pituitary hormone responsible for

stimulating the growth of the follicle that surrounds the egg.

 Gamete Donor: means a person who provides sperm or oocyte with the objective of

enabling an infertile couple to have a child.

 Gamete intrafallopian transfer (GIFT): The direct transfer of sperm and eggs into

the fallopian tube. Fertilization takes place inside the tube.

 Gamete: means sperm and oocyte namely the egg.
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 Gonadotropin releasing hormone (GnRH). Hormone secreted by the hypothalamus,

a control center in the brain, which prompts the pituitary gland to release FSH and LH

into the bloodstream.

 Human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG): A hormone produced by the placenta; its

detection is the basis for most pregnancy tests. Also refers to the medication used to

induce ovulation and during the final stages of egg maturation.

 Human menopausal gonadotropin (hMG): An ovulation drug that contains follicle

stimulating hormone (FSH) and luteinizing hormone (LH) derived from the urine of

postmenopausal women. hMG is used to stimulate the growth of multiple follicles.

 In vitro fertilization (IVF): A process in which an egg and sperm are combined in a

laboratory dish to facilitate fertilization. If fertilized, the resulting embryo is

transferred to the uterus.

 Infertility”, means the inability to conceive after at least one year of unprotected

coitus .

 Luteinizing hormone (LH). The pituitary hormone that normally causes ovulation

and maturation of the egg.

 Miscarriage: A miscarriage is the loss of a foetus from natural causes before the

twentieth week of pregnancy.

 Multiple Pregnancies/Multiple Gestation: The condition of having more than one

foetus in the uterus.

 Oocyte Retrieval (Egg Retrieval): Process of removal of the egg by the technique of

aspiration from the ovaries.

 Oocyte: The female sex cell (ovum) or egg produced by the ovary, which when

fertilized, produces an embryo.

 Ovarian Hyper Stimulation Syndrome (OHSS): is an illness caused by the drugs and

hormones given to stimulate the ovaries.

 Ovarian hyperstimulation syndrome (OHSS:. A condition that may result from

ovulation induction characterized by enlargement of the ovaries, fluid retention, and

weight gain.

 Ovary (Ovaries). The two female sex glands in the pelvis, located one on each side of

the uterus. The ovaries produce eggs and hormones, including estrogen, progesterone,

and androgens.

 Preterm Birth: (Also known as premature birth): The birth of a baby before the

standard period of pregnancy is completed. Prematurity is considered to occur when
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the baby is born sooner than 37 weeks after the beginning of the last menstrual period

(LMP).

 Sperm: means the male gametes produced in the testicles and contained in semen.

 Uterus (Womb). The hollow, muscular female reproductive organ in the pelvis in

which an embryo implants and grows during pregnancy. The lining of the uterus,

called the endometrium, produces the monthly menstrual blood flow when there is no

pregnancy.

 Zygote: A fertilized egg before cell division (cleavage) begins.
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